
Reimaging the passport photo digital booklet 
 

    

C
o
ve
r 

www.mudjournal.org 

    45MM X 35MM 
Framing common misconceptions about immigrants in South Africa: 

 

 

[filmmaker + researcher + photographer + writer + graphics designer] = Editor 



Reimaging the passport photo digital booklet 
 

    
www.mudjournal.org 

B
ac

k
gr

o
u

n
d

 

In 2008 immigration became a contentious issue 

in South Africa contra to the pan-Africanist 

notions1 propagated by the South African 2010 

FIFA World Cup bid organizers in the media. 

Foreign nationals from Zimbabwe, Mozambique, 

Somalia, Malawi, China, Pakistan and other 

African countries were targeted and “accused by 

[local] township residents of being thieves” in 

a wave of xenophobic ‘township’ violence that 

resulted in 62 people being killed: 

41 foreigners and 21 

South Africans died.2 

 

Then president of South Africa, Thabo 

Mbeki, criticized the actions of the 

perpetrators as “shameful” and 

“criminal.” In July of the same year, 

Nobel Peace Prize laureate Archbishop 

Desmond Tutu publicly apologized to 

the international community stating, 

"Those who have been victims, we want 

to tell them we are sorry and we will 

not repeat this.” (Xenophobic 

violence echoes: 2015, para 6 -18) 

                                                           
1 “South African foreign policy at the time consciously reached out to the African 
Diaspora to incorporate them into the African Renaissance that led to the bid to host 
the FIFA World Cup on African soil.” – See 
http://www.sabc.co.za/news/a/188db18048a7ae2d92869f6b2036b546/-? 
2At least 21 of the 62 people who died in the recent xenophobic violence were South 
African citizens: See: http://mg.co.za/article/2008-06-12-xenophobia-deaths-
onethird-was-south-african 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was not the first time or the last time ‘locals’ would  target 

‘Africans,’ 

 

 

 

Since 2008 African immigrants have been the prey of local socio-economic thwartings - the most 

notorious assaults being the ‘2015 Durban outbreak’3 and the June 2016 ‘Tshwane looting.’  

……………………………… 

 

 

 

                                                           
3“And even before the onset of the latest wave of violence in 2015, there was more to come.” See: http://interactive.aljazeera.com/aje/2015/xenophobiasouthafrica/ 

http://www.sabc.co.za/news/a/188db18048a7ae2d92869f6b2036b546/-
http://mg.co.za/article/2008-06-12-xenophobia-deaths-onethird-was-south-african
http://mg.co.za/article/2008-06-12-xenophobia-deaths-onethird-was-south-african
http://interactive.aljazeera.com/aje/2015/xenophobiasouthafrica/
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Language is an important component of framing, communication, 

representation, identification and expression.  

It’s a system of words or signs that a particular 

group of people can use to express thoughts and 

feelings to each other
4
 to contextulize a concept, 

object, person or situation. One can effectively 

communicate his/her ideas and values to one group of 

people and simultaneously ostracize another, through a 

few choice words or word. 

The ancient Greeks expeditiously demonstrated this  

dual function of language when they extrapolated the 

Greek word “bárbaros,” meaning “babbler,” to the word 

“barbarian;” a word they “initially used to describe 

all non-Greek-speaking peoples.” (Pruitt: 2016, para 

1) 

European occupiers in the Americas preserved this 

practice when they interpolated the Latin word “Negro” 

to the vulgarized term “nigger,
5
” to imply the measure 

of all black-migrant-slave labourers merit.  

Dutch – Afrikaner – immigrants exasperated the 

exercise when they bastardized “kaffir” to the highly 

racist insult “kaffer,6” – a hybrid word with Arabic 

and Portuguese parentage, originally meant to signify 

non believers in God.  

                                                           
4 Definition of the word “Language.” See: http://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/language 
5 Definition of the word “Nigger” See: 
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/nigger 
6 Definition of the word “Kaffer” See: 
http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=kaffir 

 

MAKWEREKWERE 

Is a derogatory term/slang used by ‘locals’ to describe “foreigners in South Africa, especially 

illegal immigrants or all black foreigners;” circularized proficiently during and after the 2008 

attacks. (Macha: 2008, para 1) There is no reliable historical account specifying the meaning 

and origins of the term, but the Khanya blog is often cited as a useful point of reference. The 

blog hypothesizes an array of likely inceptions, but the supposition I have identified as the 

most faithful rendition of the current intended meaning is that - it is derived from 

‘Kwelakwela,’an old Zulu term/slang for the Black Maria police van.“Policemen used to say 

to people they had arrested (usually for infringing the pass laws) ‘Kwelakwela’, meaning Get 

in! Get in!” ‘Khwela’ means ‘board’ in the Zulu language. (Makwerekwere: 2008, para 4) 

The word Makwekwere describes the contingents of an image or scene that a certain group of disgruntle 

black South African onlookers perceives to be the representation of a trespassing African, i.e – the 

passbook offender. 

The socio-political ‘hangover’ from South Africa’s Apartheid past and the current socio- afrophoic-economic attitudes 

of marginalized groups of black South Africans, led to the reintroduction of the word ‘kwelakwela’ to the South 

African vocabulary in the misguided form of ‘makwerekwere;’ with its framework intact. 

 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/language
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/language
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/nigger
http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=kaffir
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The most common image of an immigrant is the passport photo: the 45mm by 35 mm standardized frame. Until an immigrant has been 

confirmed as a refugee, scholar, tourist, worker or fugitive; this is the most neutral decontextualized representation of him/her that does not 

condemn or absolve him/her, provided he/she meets all the necessary requirements and supplies all the necessary information required to 

identify him/her to local security officials sufficiently. The 45 by 35 mm frame validates and equalizes the viewpoint  of all immigrants [world wide] 

through standardization and strict regulatory practice. 

The standard passport photo regulations are: 
7
 

o The photos have to be in colour, 

o Measure 45 millimetres high by 35 

millimetres wide, 

o Taken against a plain cream or light grey 

background to maintain a strong definition 

between face and background. 

o Full Frontal shot of the person facing the 

camera directly, not portrait style / at an 

angle), 

o Must centre the full face of the ‘person’ 

from the bottom of the chin to the top of 

the forehead showing a neutral 

expression(ears visible, mouth closed, eyes 

open, no hair on face, no make up, no 

earrings, headgear, tinted frames or other 

‘persons’ in the frame), 

                                                           
7 These standard restrictions are a composite of RSA and UK passport photo 
requirements specifications accessed at: http://www.visasouthafrica.org/visa/photo-
specs/ ,  
https://www.westerncape.gov.za/text/2015/February/passport_photo_specification
s.pdf 
 and https://www.gov.uk/photos-for-passports/photo-requirements respectively, on 
17.09.2016. 

o High key lighting (no shadows on the 

person’s face or  on the background), 

o With natural skin tones (appropriate 

brightness and contrast). 

o No captions or text should appear in the 

image. 

 

These restrictions are imposed to 

withdraw all personal particulars in 

the frame. According to Film 

Professor Louis Giannetti, the most 

“intimate” way to photograph a person 

is to have them facing the camera; we 

can observe all their vulnerabilities 

because the person is looking 

directly at us.(2005: 74) 

The official ‘face’ shot is 

characteristically 

uncomplimentary, neutral, stark 

and void of intimacy. 

 They are standardized to make it easier for 

law enforcement and immigration officials to 

identify “that your photograph is a true image 

of yourself” without bias or personal 

preference. The dichotomy of the 45 mm by 35 mm 

frame reflects the complex ethical issues that 

arise from photographing the personal for 

‘state’ use. On one hand the passport photo 

image is constructed under the most apathetic 

conditions operable but the image is intended 

to signify a ‘true image’ of self. 

http://www.visasouthafrica.org/visa/photo-specs/
http://www.visasouthafrica.org/visa/photo-specs/
https://www.westerncape.gov.za/text/2015/February/passport_photo_specifications.pdf
https://www.westerncape.gov.za/text/2015/February/passport_photo_specifications.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/photos-for-passports/photo-requirements
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The 45mm by 35 mm Project is a photographic form of 

protest art that explores the duality of the bureaucratic-

impersonal framing of the official face shot [a passport 

photo or a police mugshot]. Impromptu photos of SEVEN 

foreigners are taken using this 45mm by 35mm frame [by 

another immigrant who appears in the work], with the 

goal of unravelling the negative perceptions of 

immigrants –which resulted in an extended period of 

afrophobic violence toward immigrants and fostered 

rampant cultural ignorance. 

Official data suggests there are about two million foreign 

nationals in South Africa, about 4% of the total 

population.”8 2 [5] million neighbours, friends, family and 

employees who are often depicted in the media in two 

familiar ways; either as the victim or the criminal.  The aim 

of this work is to encourage a cultural exchange and 

advance new narratives about immigration. 

45m x 35 mm is a re-imagining of Home Affairs and law 

enforcement’s schizophrenic positioning of your friends, family, 

neighbours and acquaintances, by placing a different [more 
colourful person] inside the frame. The photographs are saying 

when you are looking through the passport frame or mugshot -do 

not see makwerekwere --- see the person and their home land. 

Nb* All Participants were encouraged to  
comment on their time in South Africa in writing.  

                                                           
8 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-32372501 

 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-32372501


Reimaging the passport photo digital booklet 
 

    
www.mudjournal.org 

P
ag

e4
 

A person from the Republic of the Congo or the Democratic Republic of 

Congo.

(plural Congolese) 

There are two Congos: one is the 
Democratic Republic of Congo or Congo-
Kinshasa (Kinshasa is the capital) and the 
smaller of the two, the Republic of the 
Congo or Congo Brazzaville (Brazzaville is 
similarly being this country's 
capital).The DRC was formerly known as 
Zaire. The name Congo is adapted from the 
word Kongo, meaning ("river that swallows 
all rivers"). The two countries are 
separated by the Congo River (or Zaire 
River), the second-longest river in 

Africa.
9
 The DRC shares its border with 

ROC, South Sudan, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, 
Tanzania, Zambia and Angola. The DRC is 
the second largest country in Africa by 
area, the largest in Subsaharan Africa, 
and the eleventh largest in the world. 
Copper, gold, diamonds, cobalt, uranium  
and oil are just some of the minerals that 
make the DRC one of the world's richest 
countries in Africa. Some famous Congolese 
are: 

 
Patrice Lumumba, Pepe Kalle, Koffi 

Olomide, Fally Ipupa, and Rachel 
Mwanza. 

 
Population:  DRC: 80,459,495  / ROC: 4,777,630  
 
Languages: Over 700 dialects are spoken in Congo today 
including  Lingala, Kituba ("Kikongo ya leta"), Swahili, 
Tshiluba and French 

                                                           
9 http://worldnews.about.com/od/congobrazzaville/f/twocongos.htm 

DR Congo has been at the centre of what some observers 

call "Africa's world war", resulting in widespread 

civilian suffering. Parts of the Democratic Republic 

of Congo (DRC) have been in conflict for nearly two 

decades. During that time, an estimated 5 million 

people have been killed. 

 

In 2006 DRC had its first free elections in four decades. DR-

Congo is also facing problems of over poaching, over mining and 

deforestation. 10

                                                           
10 http://www.usip.org/events/conflict-challenges-and-prospects-in-the-congo-
diplomat-s-perspective 

http://worldnews.about.com/od/congobrazzaville/f/twocongos.htm
http://www.usip.org/events/conflict-challenges-and-prospects-in-the-congo-diplomat-s-perspective
http://www.usip.org/events/conflict-challenges-and-prospects-in-the-congo-diplomat-s-perspective
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A person from Cameroon.

(plural Cameroonians) 

Cameroon is home to more than 200 
different linguistic groups. It is known 
as "Africa in miniature" due to its 
diversity. The country has one of the 

highest literacy rates on the continent.
11
  

 

                                                           
11  http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13146029 

Cameroon got its name when 
Portuguese sailors reached the 
coast in 1472. They noted an 
abundance of the ghost shrimp 
Lepidophthalmus turneranus in the 
Wouri River and named it Rio dos 
Camarões (Shrimp River), which 
became Cameroon in English.

12
 

Cameroon has extensive oil, 
natural gas and timber reserves. 
It shares its border with Nigeria, 
Chad, Central African Republic, 
Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, and the 
Republic of the Congo. The largest 
city is Douala, the country's 
economic capital and Yaounde is 
the second largest city and the 
political capital.

13
 Some famous 

Cameroonians are: 
 

John Ngu Foncha, Samuel Eto'o, 
Irma Pany, Mongo Beti and Joel 

Embiid. 
 

Population: 24,101,056
14
 

Languages: About 270 African languages,  including Fulfulde, Ewondo. Pidgin 
called FrancAnglais , French, English, Dutch, Portuguesse and German 

 

Since 1982, Paul Biya has been the Head of 

State. He is seen as one of Africa's most 

entrenched leaders. In 1998 Cameroon was 

classed as the most corrupt country in the 

world by business monitor, Transparency 

International. In 2014 Boko Haram increased its 

attacks and occupancy of the border towns in 

the country. 

                                                           
12 Pondi, J. E. (1997). "Cameroon and the Commonwealth of nations". The Round 
Table. 86 (344): 563–570. 
13 See: http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/cameroon.htm 
14 See: http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/cameroon-population/ 

 

 

Poor / inadequate infrastructure, as well as 

sanitation and drinking water issues also 

plague the country. 

 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13146029
http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/cameroon.htm
http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/cameroon-population/


Reimaging the passport photo digital booklet 
 

    
www.mudjournal.org 

P
ag

e6
 

A person from Tanzania.

(plural Tanzanians) 

 

Tanzania is home to three renowned tourism 
destinations - Africa's highest mountain, 
Kilimanjaro, wildlife-rich national park, 
the Serengeti, and the island of 

Zanzibar.
15
 

 

                                                           
15 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-14095776 

Tanzania shares the biggest lakes in 
Africa with its neighbours: Lake Victoria 
and Lake Tanganyika. Kenya, Uganda, 
Rwanda, Burundi, Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Zambia, Malawi, and Mozambique 
all share their borders with Tanzania. In 
2015, Tanzania became the first sub-
Saharan African country to use an African 
language as the sole medium of instruction 
throughout the schooling years. 

 

Apart from wealth in agriculture, Tanzania 
is also very rich in minerals such as 
gold, diamond, iron, coal,tanzanite, 
uranium and natural gas [on/offshore]. 

The name "Tanzania" is a compound of the 
names of the two states that unified to 

create Tanzania: Tan[ganyika] and 
Zan[zibar]."Tanganyika" is Swahili for 

("sail") and nyika ("wilderness").The name 
of Zanzibar comes from "zengi" (said to 

mean "black"), and the Arabic word "barr", 
which means coast or shore.

16
 

The capital city is Dodoma, but  Dar es 
Salaam, the former capital, retains most 
government offices. Some famous Tanzanians 
are: 

 Julius Nyerere, Freddy Mercury, Vanessa 
Mdee, Diamond Platinumz and Jakaya 

Kikwete. 

 

Population: 55,661,36417 

Languages: The country boasts over 130 ethnic groups  who speak  the 
unified Kiswahili,  a language constituted out of Arabic, Bantu, English. 
There are total of including Swahili, Chaga, Makonde, Datooga, French, 
Portuguese and German. 

 

Tanzania has undergone impressive social political and 

economic improvements However, the country continues 

to face considerable development challenges in 

essential areas such as economic distribution, 

corruption, poverty, natural resource management and a 

stronger division between party and state.18 

 

                                                           
16 http://www.etymonline.com/?term=tanzania 
17 http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/tanzania-population/ 
18 http://um.dk/en/danida-en/goals/country-policies/tanzania/current-and-future-
challenges-and-opportunities-in-tanzania 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-14095776
http://www.etymonline.com/?term=tanzania
http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/tanzania-population/
http://um.dk/en/danida-en/goals/country-policies/tanzania/current-and-future-challenges-and-opportunities-in-tanzania
http://um.dk/en/danida-en/goals/country-policies/tanzania/current-and-future-challenges-and-opportunities-in-tanzania
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A person from Pakistan

(plural Pakistanis) 

Officially the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan, Pakistan is a federal 
parliamentary republic in South Asia. It 
shares its borders with Afghanistan, Iran, 
India, Oman, China and the Arabian Sea. 
The name Pakistan is derived from the Urdu 
words Pak (meaning pure) and stan (meaning 
country).The territory that now 
constitutes Pakistan is considered a 
cradle of civilization. It was previously 
home to several ancient cultures, namely 
the Mehrgarh, Hindus, Indo-Greeks, 
Muslims, Persians,Sikhs, British and 
Macedonians. In 1971, a civil war resulted 
in the secession of East Pakistan as the 
new country of Bangladesh. Pakistan has 
extensive mineral resources, including 
fairly sizable reserves of gypsum, 
limestone, chromites, iron ore, rock salt, 
silver, gold, precious stones, gems, 
marbles, tiles and copper. The capital 
city of Pakistan is Islamabad. Some famous 
Pakistanis are:  

Malala Yousafzai, Imran Khan, Shahid Khan 
Afridi, Benazir Bhutto and Abdul Sattar 

Edhi. 

Population: 194,024,82319 

Languages: Urdu, English, Arabic and several regional languages, including 
Punjabi, Pashto, Sindhi, Balochi, Kashmiri, Hindko, Brahui, Shina, Balti, 
Khowar, Dhatki, Marwari, Wakhi and Burushaski. 

 

                                                           
19 http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/pakistan-population/ 

 

 

Pakistan faces many challenges mainly on two 

counts; the conflict in Afghanistan and the 

unresolved Kashmir dispute. In the past two 

decades, it has been the victim of terrorism 

and terrorist groups that pose a major threat 

worldwide. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

NB* The participant chose not to add any comment. 

 

http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/pakistan-population/
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A person from Kenya.

(plural Kenyans) 

Situated on the equator on Africa's east 
coast, Kenya has been described as "the 
cradle of humanity." In the Great Rift 
Valley paleontologists have discovered 
some of the earliest evidence of man's 

ancestors.
20
 

 

                                                           
20 See: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13681341 

 

Kenya is named after Mount Kenya. The 
origin of the name Kenya is not clear, but 
perhaps it is linked to the Kikuyu, Embu 
and Kamba words Kirinyaga, Kirenyaa, and 
Kiinyaa which mean "God's resting place" 
in all three languages.

21
 

Kenya shares its borders with Somalia, 
Ethiopia, Tanzania, Uganda, and South 
Sudan. The Kenyan Maasai culture is well 
known, despite being a minor percentage of 

the Kenyan population.
22
 

                                                           
21 http://www.kenyaembassy.com/aboutkenyahistory.html 
22 http://www.rhinoafrica.com/kenya/facts-and-information 

 

From October 1952 to December 1959, Kenya 
was in a state of emergency arising from 
the Mau Mau rebellion against British 
rule.Kenya finally gained independence on 
December 12, 1963. The capital of Kenya is 
Nairobi. 

Natural resources that are found in Kenya 
include: limestone, soda ash, salt, 
gemstones, fluorspar, zinc, diatomite, 
oil, gas, gypsum, wildlife and hydropower. 
Some famous Kenyans are: 

Lupita Nyong'o, Uhuru Kenyatta, Ezekiel 
Kemboi, Sarah Hassan and Wangechi Mutu. 

Population: 47,616,19623 

Languages:  Swahili, Kikuyu, Luhya, English and Luo 

 

The Islamist militant Al-Shabab movement, active in 

Somalia, has also been launching a growing number of 

attacks in Kenya, including the 2013 Westgate shopping 

mall in Nairobi and the 2015 attack on Garissa 

University College in northwest Kenya. Other pressing 

challenges include high unemployment, crime and 

poverty. Frequent droughts put millions of people at 

risk of starvation. 

 

                                                           
23 http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/kenya-population/ 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13681341
http://www.kenyaembassy.com/aboutkenyahistory.html
http://www.rhinoafrica.com/kenya/facts-and-information
http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/kenya-population/
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A person from Zimbabwe.

(plural Zimbabweans) 

Zimbabwe is a beautiful landlocked country 
in southern Africa once known as the 
region’s bread basket. It shares its 
borders with Zambia, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Botswana, and South Africa. It is home to 
5 world heritage sites that include one of 
the seven natural wonders of the world, 
Mosi-oa-Tunya (The Smoke that thunders) 

also known as Victoria Falls.
24
  

Zimbabwe gets its name from the Great 
Zimbabwe ruins, the largest collection of 
ruins in Africa south of the Sahara.The 
word is derived from dzimba-dza-mabwe, 
translated from the Karanga tribe and 
means "large houses of stone"(dzimba = 
plural of imba, "house"; mabwe = plural of 
bwe, "stone").The capital city is Harare, 
a corruption of Haarari, meaning 'One who 
never sleeps' This was the name given to 
the Zezuru Chief of this northeastern part 
of the country. 

Zimbabwe has one of the highest literacy 
rates in Africa: 91%. Its vast natural 
resources include gold, platinum, 
diamonds, coal, chromium ore, asbestos, 
nickel, copper, iron ore, vanadium, 
lithium and tin. Some famous Zimbabweans 
are: 

Oliver Mtukudzi, Danai Gurira, Peter 
Ndlovu, Trevor Ncube and Robert Mugabe. 

                                                           
24 See: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-14113249 

Population: 16,078,000
25
 

Languages: Chewa, Chibarwe, English, Kalanga, Koisan, Nambya, Ndau, 
Ndebele, Shangani, Shona, Sotho, Tonga, Tswana, Venda and Xhosa  

 

 

Corruption, mismanagement of resources and lack of 

leadership are the biggest issues in Zimbabwe today. 

Despite the high literacy and quality education, jobs 

are hard to come by, 80% of Zimbabweans are not 

formally employed.26 Zimbabwe’s economy is running out 

of cash in a multi –currency system. 

                                                           
25 http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/zimbabwe-population/ 
26 http://www.africaw.com/major-problems-facing-zimbabwe-today 

 

The worst drought in decades, has aggravated the 

financial collapse. President Mugabe, at 92, is the 

world’s oldest head of state and the 3rd longest 

serving African leader. 

 

 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-14113249
http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/zimbabwe-population/
http://www.africaw.com/major-problems-facing-zimbabwe-today
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A person from Nigeria.

(plural Nigerians) 

Africa's most populous country, Nigeria 
has been the site of numerous kingdoms and 
tribal states over the millennia. Often 
referred to as the "Giant of Africa” 
Nigeria shares its borders with Benin, 
Chad, Cameroon and Niger.  

 

The name Nigeria is taken from the Niger 
River, running through the country. The 
origin of the name Niger is likely an 
alteration of the Tuareg name Egerew n-
igerewen used by inhabitants near the 
middle part of the river. In Igbo; Egerew 
n-Igerewen means the "river of rivers," in 
Tuareg; Isa Ber "big river," in Songhay 
simply Isa "the river."

27
  

The capital Abuja is located in the middle 
of Nigeria. Its largest cities include: 
Lagos, Kano, Ibadan, Benin City and Port 
Harcourt. Apart from petroleum, Nigeria's 
other natural resources include natural 
gas, tin, iron ore, coal, limestone, 
niobium, lead, zinc and arable land.

28
 

Some famous Nigerians are: 

Fela Kuti, Chinua Achebe, Wizkid, 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie and Sade. 

 

Population: 188,440,231
29
 

Languages: : Over 521 languages have been spoken in Nigeria; the major 
languages are Hausa, Igbo, Yoruba, Ibibio, Edo, Fulfulde, Arabic, English 
and Kanuri. 

 

Nigeria is one of the world's largest oil 

producers, but few Nigerians, including those 

in oil-producing areas, have benefited. 

Poverty, corruption and mismanagement of 

natural resources affects all Nigerians. 

 

                                                           
27 http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=Niger 
28 http://www.opec.org/opec_web/en/about_us/167.htm 
29 http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/nigeria-population/ 

 

 

Over the past few years, thousands of people 

have died in communal attacks led by the 

Islamic State-aligned Boko Haram. 

 

 

 

http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=Niger
http://www.opec.org/opec_web/en/about_us/167.htm
http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/nigeria-population/
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A person from Italy.

(plural Italians) 

 

Italy is a European country on the 
Mediterranean coastline, which has greatly 
influenced Western culture and cuisine. 
Its capital Rome, is home to the Vatican 
as well as landmark art and ancient ruins. 
Italy shares its borders with France, 
Switzerland, Austria, Slovenia, San Marino 
and the Vatican City. 

The history of Italy is largely the 
history of Rome. From 800 on, Roman 
Emperors, Roman Catholic popes, Normans, 
and Saracens all vied for control over 
various segments of Italy.

30
 The Colosseum 

and the leaning tower of Pisa are the most 
recognizable tourist attractions in Italy. 

 

Italy has been at the centre of European 
history, culture and art,and has most 
cultural World Heritage sites in the world  

                                                           
30

 http://www.infoplease.com/country/italy.html 

 

The name Italy (Italia) is an ancient name 
for the country and people of Southern 
Italy. Originally it was spelt Vitalia, 
probably from the same root as the Latin 

vitulus (a one-year-old calf), thus 
literally meaning 'calf-land' or "Land of 
Cattle".

31
Italy has a variety of natural 

resources such as coal, zinc, potash, 
marble, barite, pumice, asbestos, 

fluorspar, mercury, natural gas and crude 
oil reserves. Some famous Italians are: 

Gianni Versace, Leonardo Da Vinci, Monica 
Bellucci, Francesco Totti, and Laura 

Pausini  

Population: 59,802,113
32
 

Languages: Italian, Corsican, Spanish, Albanian, Romanian, Hungarian, 
Romani,English, French, Spanish, German and Catalan 

 

A stagnating economy, corruption, organized crime, 

political apathy, misogyny, youth unemployment and 

immigration issues, are just some of the challenges 

Italy is facing today.The country is now in its 

longest recession in 20 years and has the second 

highest ratio of sovereign debt to GDP in the EU. 

During the recession organized crime groups took 

advantage of ordinary Italians' plight, offering loans 

to individuals with extortionate rates of interest.33 

 

                                                           
31 http://www.yourguidetoitaly.com/origin-of-the-name-italy.html 
32 http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/italy-population/ 
33 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/feb/20/six-things-wrong-with-italy 

 

http://www.infoplease.com/country/italy.html
http://www.yourguidetoitaly.com/origin-of-the-name-italy.html
http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/italy-population/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/feb/20/six-things-wrong-with-italy
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The aim of the 45mm by 35mm Project is to 

encourage a cultural exchange and 

advance new narratives about 

immigration by re-imagining of the 

schizophrenic viewpoint of institutions such 

Home Affairs and law enforcement.  I 

chose to focus on counterbalancing the 

immigration experience by providing a 

few immigrants with a more personal 

colourful passport photo. 

 

The 45mm by 35mm Project is a 

microcosm of a ‘diverse palette’ of 

immigrants that protest against the 

stereotypical representations of 

Africans in the media. 

 

 By [re]presenting  immigrants out of context, in a colourful 

45mm by 35mm frame, I intend to disrupt the media’s binary 

good/bad, victim/criminal [re]presentation in the media. 

 

 

 

When they view pictures of foreigners, state officials should not 

only see the person/ individual ‘in colour,’ but also the ‘home’ 

where he/she is coming from. 

 

Immigrants are often 

contextualized in a xenophobic 

socio- economic - political 

framework. They are identified 

as victims or criminals in the 

media and captioned as 

makwerekwere by some angry 

locals. 

A frame is defined by what is in the 

frame, what is left out of the frame 

and how the framed image is 

captioned.  

The most common misconceptions about 

immigrants stem from framing the personal 

from the most apathetic outlook.  

 

The passport photo is the most viewed 

image of an immigrant. The photo is 

accompanied by some of the most 

personal information acquaintances do 

not readily share; namely birthdays, 

second names, real names, signatures, 

places of birth and so forth. 

Despite the laws and regulations set up to 

safeguard foreigners, passport photos are 

readily used to identify specific individuals 

and isolate entire groups of people.  

 

The burning man is more than a man when we see 

graphic images of his murder; 

 He becomes a ‘real’ person when  we see him  

dressed like you and me, looking directly at us 

and the image is captioned –  Ernesto Alfabeto 

Nhamuave. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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These photographs are 

dedicated to 

Ernesto Alfabeto Nhamuave. 

1973 -2008 

 

+ all Africans worldwide 
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This photographic essay and all photographs were prepared by Alex Gwaze (Mud Journal)  

under the guidance of Paul Weinberg (CAS Gallery @ UCT). The team greatly appreciates the solid support from its contributors and counterparts and well 

wishers: in particular: Zakari, Gracia, Yemi, Vuyo, Manuel, Sobantu, Jonathan, Sino, Sayid, Angela, Linda, Chaze, Tina, Julia and Vimbai. 

References: 

 
• Giannetti, Louis. 2005 ‘Understanding 
Movies (10th Ed). New Jersey: Pearson. 
• Khumalo, Sibonile  and Underhill, 
Glynnis. 2010. No justice for burning man. 
[online] Published by mail&guardian.co.za 
website on the 30th of July. Available at: 
http://mg.co.za/article/2010-07-30-no-justice-
for-burning-man Acccesed on the 26th of 
September, 2016. 
• Kriegler, Anine and Shaw, Mark. 2016. 
Debunking the myth of violent crime in SA.  
[online] Published by the southafrica.info 
website on the 22nd of July.  Available at: 
http://www.southafrica.info/about/social/debunk
ing-south-africa-myth-violent-crime.htm#.V-
p8wfl97IU#ixzz4LSwoWobm Accessed on the 27th of 
September, 2016 
• Macha, Ndesanjo. 2008. South Africa: 
What is the meaning of “makwerekwere”? [online] 
Published by globalvoices.org website on the 
25th of May. Available at: 
https://globalvoices.org/2008/05/25/south-
africa-what-is-the-meaning-of-makwerekwere/ on 
Accessed on the 12th of September, 2016.   
• Naidoo, Jay. 2015. South Africa, say it 
loud and clear: NO to Xenophobia! [online] 
Published by dailymaverick.co.za website on the 
17th of April. Available at: 

http://www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionista/2015
-04-17-south-africa-say-it-loud-and-clear-no-
to-xenophobia/#.V-mS3fl97IU Accessed on the 
26th of September, 2016. 
• Pruitt, Sarah. 2016. Where did the word 
“barbarian” come from? [online] Published by 
history.com website on the 19th of May. 
Available at: http://www.history.com/news/ask-
history/where-did-the-word-barbarian-come-from 
Accessed on the 26th of September, 2016. 
• Tshabalala, Sibusiso. 2015. Bad hosts: 
Why black South Africans are attacking foreign 
Africans but not foreign whites. [online] 
Published by Quartz (qz.com) website on the 
15th of April. Available at: 
http://qz.com/384041/why-black-south-africans-
are-only-attacking-foreign-africans-but-not-
foreign-whites/ Accessed on the 7th of August, 
2016. 
• Unemployment, anger over inequality 
drives xenophobic attacks – report . 2015 
[online] Published by news24.com website on the 
17th of April. Available at: 
http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/Unemploy
ment-anger-over-inequality-drives-xenophobic-
attacks-report-20150417 Accessed on the 23rd of 
August, 2016. 
• Warren, Scott. 2015. A New Apartheid: 
South Africa’s Struggle With Immigration. 

[online] Published by huffingtonpost.com 
website on the 1st of September.  Available at: 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/scott-
warren/south-africa-immigration-
apartheid_b_8068132.html Accessed on the 23rd 
of September, 2016. 
• Xenophobic violence echoes deadly 2008 
precedent. 2015 [online] published by 
news24.com website on the 19th of April. 
Available at: 
http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/Xenophob
ic-violence-echoes-deadly-2008-precedent-
20150419 Accessed on the 23rd of September, 
2016. 
• Xenophobic violence in democratic South 
Africa. 2015. Published by sahistory.org.za 
website on the  17th of April. Available at: 
http://www.sahistory.org.za/article/xenophobic-
violence-democratic-south-
africa#sthash.dy3kG160.dpuf Accessed on the 
17th of September, 2016. 
• South African xenophobia: why is there 
so much hatred of foreigners? 2015. [online] 
Published by theweek.co.uk website on the 18th 
of May. Avaliable at: 
http://www.theweek.co.uk/63378/south-african-
xenophobia-why-is-there-so-much-hatred-of-
foreigners  Accessed on the 17th of September, 
2016. 

 


